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Abstract

This study aims to improve the writing skills of students in class XI MIPA in 2 SMAN
7 Kediri through picture series. The objective of the study to know how picture
series can improve students’ ability in writing explanation text through Picture
Series. CAR is carried out through a cycle consisting of four stages, starting with
planning the action, continuing with the action learning and observation activities
and ends with a reflection for study and analyze data obtained through action. This
research was conducted in one cycle, the criteria of success if 80% of students score
above the KKM 75 and with an average score of at least 80. Data were collected
from observations, tests, and documentation. The findings in this study found that
the use of picture series significantly improved students’ writing skills. This can be
seen from the average in preliminary test score was 61.75 and the cycle test score
of 80.62, increasing to 18,87 based on the criteria of success above, this research
considered as successful. This research shows that therefore, using picture series
can improve students’ writing skills.
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Introduction

Writing is one aspect of communication skills in written form. Writing is one
of the language skills that plays important role in human communication. It is used
to communicate with other people in society and also to express our opinion in
writing form (Syam, U. K., Sangkala, I. (2014) Writing skills are very useful skills
for a student's academicneeds. Writing is an important lesson, it is to increase
understanding of learning and can also be used as a communication tool that people
use to share information. Depend on Richards and Renandya (2002:303), they
explain that writing is the hardest skill for second language learners to be mastered
since second language learners have to put attention to various aspects of writing.

In learning English, the curriculum in Indonesia applying to Senior High
Schools. For writing skills in the curriculum recommended by the government, the
goal of writing learning in Senior high scholl students can understand and produce
a short functional text and short essays in the form of certain text types. They are
procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative, report, news item, analytical exposition,
hortatory exposition, spoof, explanation, discussion, and review (Depdiknas,
2006).Explanation text writing skills are taught important in senior high school
level. Explanation text is expected that students can give explanatory and write the
main points which related in word processing.

Based on the previous explanation, in senior high school students have to
understand writing skills. However, based on observations made during intership 2
and have a discussion with the teachers that have been carried out at SMA Negeri
7 Kediri, especially the teacher in class XI IPA 2, the researcher found several
problems related to learning to write in the field. The problem is described below.

The first problem is the lack of motivation and interest of students in learning
due to the inaccurate choice of learning media related to the material to be studied
because in general, the variety of classroom writing activities that can encourage
student learning motivation is still a little limited. The next problem came from the
students. Students stated that they did not understand some components of the
explanatory text, such as the generic structure and language features of the text.

Besides, students still have difficulty generating and developing ideas. They are
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confused about what to write. That happens because they are usually only given
examples of functional text. After that, they have to write or compose their text with
limited guidance. Their problems are also related to spelling, punctuation,
vocabulary, and grammar.

In this study, researchers focused more on improving students' abilities in
writing explanatory texts, because it is one of the texts that must be mastered by
eleventh-grade students. Researchers also realize that writing this text is not an easy
thing. Through this research, it is hoped that students will be able to produce
explanatory texts. In this case the researcher is going to describe the students’ skill
in writing Explanation text based on their writing test result.

By looking at the above problems, the researcher concludes that one of the
factors is in the selection of learning media, therefore the researcher will apply the
media to overcome the obstacles found in the field. According to Harmer (2008),
the media can effectively help students improve their writing skills. One of the
media that can be used to improve students' writing skills is a picture. In this study,
researchers used picture series to improve students' writing skills.

According to Wright (1992), picture series have two advantages. First, a
series of pictures is very useful for helping students to retell or understand
something because they can represent places, objects, and people. Second, series
pictures help students understand the general context and interesting and serialized
images will increase students' creativity to write. The use of picture series is
expected to solve problems and improve students’ writing skills.

The content and meaning contained in the photo will support the purpose of
teaching and learning to make students more interested, according to Nunan
(2004:58) states that many communication activities can be stimulated through the
use of pictures. Moreover, picture series gives some inspiration to students when
begins to write. Because the clear contrast and authenticity of the photo show a
good situation, with simplicity and memories that will create a certain impression,
of course, its purity has aesthetic and has practical value and message.

The name of learning media is Picture series, Harmer (2007: 182) argues

pictures can also be used to create situations or context in the classroom. In the
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teaching and learning process, picture series can provide many benefits and give a
real impression to students. Picture series can help students to make it easier to
understand the meaning of a word, sentence, or text. By using picture series,
students can imagine objects or situations. Hence, in this study, the picture series
will be applied as a media to improve writing skills.

Aschawir (2014: 90), said that picture series is one of the alternative media
that can give some contributions to dig up students' potential in writing. Picture
series can make students interested in answering and understanding all questions
about pictures when the teacher gives assignments. Picture series are expected to
be able to help students’ imaginations when writing an essay or expressing what is

intended.

Research Method

CAR is carried out through a cycle consisting of four stages, starting with
planning the action, continuing with the action learning and observation activities
and ends with a reflection for study and analyze data obtained through action. CAR
is different from formal or scientific research, including the training required by
teachers, research objectives, methods of identifying problems to be researched, the
establishment of basic theory, determination of research samples, design research,
measurement rules, data analysis, and application of results research.

For the material studied, namely explanation text about natural phenomena.
For questions in each test researcher adopted from thesis Aning Sulistyaningsih, It
is about Improving The Student’s Writing Skill in Explanation Text by using
Guided Discovery Learning Method and Teacher’s Corrective Feedback. The
researcher was adopted because it has material similarities and a fairly clear
assessment rubric, and it is felt that the questions have been successfully tested and
got positive results. It also got approval from the subject teacher.

This research took place at SMAN 7 Kediri, to be precise in class XI MIPA
2, where each meeting was 45 minutes. This study used 1 cycles with 3 meetings
for test, but for observation and collecting data it is starting on January 4, 2021, to
February 10, 2021.
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The research subjects in this classroom action research were class XI MIPA
2 with a total of 29 students. In this study, researchers used several types of data
collection techniques, namely; written tests, observation, and documentation.

This test is used to determine students’ abilities, and to measure the extent to
which students can improve their writing skills. In this case, the researcher uses
preliminary test and cycle test. Preliminary test is given before the use of the Picture
Series in the teaching and learning process. Then the cycle test was given after the
use of the Image / Picture Series media to measure the students' improvement.

This study follows the working principles of Classroom Action. This research
consists of four stages, namely: the first planning, then implementation Action,

Observation, and Reflection. This research was conducted one cycle.

Findings and Discussion
a. Preliminary Test (pre-test)

The Preliminary test, the researcher gave the task to the students to make a
explanation text. Then, after conducting the test, the researcher assessed the results
of the students’ work with English teacher of SMAN 7 Kediri. Based on the result
of the students’ achievement, the total students’ score of rater 1 and rater 2 are
1791. The mean score of Preliminary test is 60,75 and the percentage of successful
students is 20,6% (6 students).

This test can be successful if the students get score at least >75 and the
average of students’ score is 75 and the percentage of students passing is 80%. With
the result that, it can be concluded that the students’ score is still low or not satisfy
enough. Therefore, the researcher decided to implement picture series media in
Cycle Test and the results of the scoring rubric from SMAN 7 Kediri students can
be seen in Appendix. When conducting research using Classroom Action Research
with provisions, Allwright and Bailey (1991: 2) state that this is a

Cycle 1

This part explains the process of the research. The cycle has three meetings

and each meetings are explained below.

1) Planning
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In this stage the researcher plans and records all the things that are necessary
and happens long as the implementation of the action takes place. To ask students
about their writing skills. This includes asking about any difficulties they had in
writing and how they produced or developed the text.

The researcher makes lesson plans according to the syllabus and designs steps
in taking action. Lesson plans are used as guidelines for teaching activities in the
classroom. After making lesson plans from research and designing activities, the
authors collect them from the teacher who teaches them. In addition to making
lesson plans, researchers also prepare learning media that will be used to support
teaching and learning activities. This research lesson plan can be seen on the
appendix page.

In this step, the researcher engaged every preparation that accomplished and
prepared that things dealing with the classroom activities like making the lesson
plan, preparing the observation sheet, preparing the media (Ms Team, WhatsApp,
PowerPoint and Google Classroom),preparing picture series, etc.

There are two times of tests. The first preliminary test and the second cycle
test. Preliminay is a test given to students before the teaching and learning process
begins and cycle test is a test given to students after the treatment is received
(teaching and learning process).

2) Implementation

There are three meetings in cycle 1. The implementation of cycle 1 is:

1. First meeting

There are three steps in every meeting. The steps are pre-activity, main
activity, and closing activity.

In this step the teacher explains the lesson of Explanation text and about the
structure of Explanation text through google meeting. Then, the researcher explains
about picture series to improve their writing ability. Besides, the researcher also
explains the function and purpose of explanation text, language, and structure that
must be used in the explanation text.

In the closing step, the researcher instructs students to do that exercise. The

researcher gave review the lesson of that day and gave instruction to students that
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the next meeting is still about explanation text using picture series media. In the
end, the researcher closed the lesson by saying greetings to all students.

2. Second Meeting

There are three steps in every meeting. The steps are pre-activity, main
activity, and closing activity. Then, for this step the researcher explained the
explanation text and also explained the technical of picture series media. The
researcher also explained about the writing process at the same time. In writing
proses there are four steps to write a good paragraph, The grammatical features
related to explanation texts, the social function of explanation text. In second
meeting, the researcher reviewed the explanatio text and picture series materials.
For this stage, the researcher gave several questions to the students to find out the
how far the students understood the explanation text using picture seies media.

The researcher gave explanation and benefits of picture series media. The
researcher also provided example of making explanation using picture series. This
picture series is used to make the students easier to develop their ideas while
writing. In closing step, the researcher explained explanation text and picture series
media. Then, the researcher also gave a review of today's lesson and informed to
students that for next meeting all students make explanation text using picture series
media. In the end, the researcher closed the lesson by saying greetings to all
students.

3. Third meeting

In this step there are pre-activity, main activity, and closing activity. In this
stage the teacher gave test to students to see the level of students' understanding of
picture series using picture series media. The researcher gave the time is same
which was 45 minutes to write the explanation text. The first picure series is 3
minutes, the content is 5 minutes, and for the conclusion is 4 minutes. The
researcher controlled all students through Ms.Team to meet, and students must turn
on their camera. Students must collect their assignments via Google Classroom with
a determined time limit.

Mostly, the students are enthusiastic about doing this second assignment

because according to students, they can get a lot of ideas easily if this technique
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applied. In the last meeting, the researcher gave a review so that students better
understand the lesson. In the end, the researcher closed the lesson by saying
greetings.

3) Observation

The researcher explains that the picture series is a learning method. The
researcher explains the steps of the picture series learning media and gives an
example of how to arrange for making sentences in the first paragraph. Then the
teacher explains the meaning of the explanation text and gives an example of the
text and finally, the students make the explanation text using picture series learning
media.

The analysis of the data was done after preliminary test had been
implemented. The data was got from the students' achievement test in preliminary

test. The result of the analysis was as bellow:

b. Preliminary Test

M — P1;—P2 + 179141794 — 1792
Mean: M =Zx 1755 60.75
n 29

Based on the result of the students’ achievement test above, the mean of the
results in preliminary test was 61,75 although the percentage of successful students
was 20,6 % (6 students). While the criterion of success of students’ achievement
was 80%, so test-1 did not reach the criterion of success (see appendix)

The average score of scoring rubric in preliminary test is 61,75. It means that
students’ score is still low and not satisfy enough. So, the writer decided to

implement the treatment of picture series media. (see appendix)

c. Cycle Test
— P1+P2 + 2338+2323 — 2330
2 2
Mean: M =2*=2338 _ g0 62
n 29
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Based on the result of the students' achievement testabove, the mean of the
results in cycle test it showed 80,62 of the study achieved their score to the minimal
standard passing score of SMA Negeri 7 Kediri. According to the table of students’
criterion of success 89,65% is “excellent” category the result of the students’

success is also higher than minimal category that is 80%. (see appendix)

_Ix_2338
M—n— » = 80,62

The average score of cycle test is 80,62 This average is satisfied enough, so
the writer stopped the cycle.
Tabel 1

Score of Student’s Test

Score Explanation Preliminary Cycle Test
Test
Total Score 61,75 80,62
The Number of Students 29 29
Students’ Score 1791 2338
Mean Score Improvement 547

Based on the students’ score of mean, the students’ criteria of success, and
the percentage of students and teacher observation sheet indicated that their writing
ability was improved. Themean score improvement was 547, the percentage of
teacher’ observation sheet was 90,9%, and also the criteria of the students’success
was 79,35%. The students felt enjoyed in teaching learning process especially in
writing skill. Therefore, they couldachieve writing ability in English lessons
enthusiastically. (see appendix)

d. Observing Teacher Activity

Based on the table observation, teacher activity in the first meeting showed
that she did 8 items from11 items. The percentage of teacher's activity was (8/11
x100%) 72,7%. Then, in the second meeting, the teacher did 10 items from 11
items. It was shown that there isincreased 2 items. The percentage of teachers'

activity in the second meeting was (10/11 x 100%) 90,9%. and also the last meeting
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same with the percentage of teachers' activity in the second meeting, it was (10/11
x 100%) 90,9%.

So, the mean percentage from the first, second and last meetings was 84,8%.
(see appendix)

4) Reflection

The application of picture series media in cycle was completed. Then after
the author applies the picture series media, the writer continues to reflection. It finds
students' progress in writing skills. For the application of picture series media in
writing, students are better at composing text. After the teaching and learning
process, the teacher and writer discuss the conclusions of implementing
implementation. although initially there were still deficiencies in it related to
student responses.

However, this can be overcome by evaluating the results of the assignment at
the end of the lesson, and there is always a question and answer session and giving
conclusions at the end of the lesson. Although there are several drawbacks in cycle,
there are also advantages because in this cycle the student learning outcomes have
seen a good increase compared to the results of initial observations.

Based on the results of observations of the teaching and learning process,
students increased. They pay more attention to the material and write good text. Not
only that, students are also more motivated to write and more confident in writing

without feeling afraid like before.

Discussion

The improvement of students' writing ability was found in the tests conducted
on Preliminary test and cycle test, the average score of students on Preliminary test
was 61.75 while on cycle test obtained a higher average score for that test is 80,62
means that the average score increases. The percentage of teacher observations on
the first meeting was 72.7%, on the second and the last meeting, the percentage of
student observation sheets increased by 90.9%. The results of the observation sheet
show that the picture series media is an effective learning media and can get good

results because students feel interested in the research material and learning media.
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Based on the explanation and description of the percentage of students' success rates
above, the researchers concluded that there was an increase in writing skills, namely
89.65%. Therefore, the researcher concludes that the application of picture series
media can help increase students' scores in learning to write and can improve
students’ writing skills in class XI-MIPA 2 SMA Negeri 7 Kediri.

The result of this study is as same as the previous study that was conducted
by The results of this study are the same as previous research conducted by Shalihah
(2015) in this study on The Use of Series Picture in Improving Students' Writing
Skills. The sample consists of 40 students. The population of this research is the
seventh-grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Bandung. This is consisting of thirteen
classes and the total number of seventh grades students are 441 students which are
composed of 200 boys and 241 girls. Sampling is the process of selecting the
number of individuals that represent the large group from which they are collected.
The individual selected is called a sample. A sample is supposed to be
representative of the population.

The sample of the research is class 7-3 of seventh-grade students of SMP
Negeri 11 Bandung which consists of 40 students. The sample is chosen randomly.
Data was collected using a pre-test and post-test design, this study used
experimental quantitative research. The results of this study prove that picture series
media can improve students' writing skills. The average score of students in the first
cycle is found the result of test 1 is 2372 as total score and the average score of test
2 15 59.3. However, after students are taught with media picture series, the post-test
score average is increasing up to 74.6%.

The second result of this study Desitawardhani (2014) Conducted Similar
Research, Namely Improving Student’s Skills in Writing Explanatory Text through
Image Series For XII Class Students of SMA Negeri 2 Sleman in The Academic
Year 2013/2014. The content of the research used photo series media, the researcher
observed the process of teaching and learning English in class XII IPA 1 SMA N 2
Sleman.

This research was conducted in two cycles. In this study, observations were

made on November 1, 2013. Then the action was carried out from November 6 to
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November 22, 2013. After calculating the results of the students ‘pre-test and post-
test, it was seen that the student's average score in this aspect increased in each
cycle. In the pre-test, the students' mean score was 1.57. In cycle 1, the students'
mean score increased by 2.32. Then in post-test 2 the mean score of the students
was 2.82. The gain score was obtained by comparing the mean score of the pre-test

and post-test 2 students, namely 1.25.

Conclution and Suggestion

Picture series media can improve the mastery of writing explanation tests
about students' natural phenomena in class XI MIPA 2 SMAN 7 Kediri for the
2020/2021 school year. This research is said to be successful if 80% of students
score at least 75 and with an average score of at least 75. This study succeed in
obtaining an increase in students' ability in writing explanation text, which can be
seen from the increase in the average score in Preliminary was conclude 61.75 and
the cycle test score of 80.62, increasing to 18,87.

This research includes classroom action research. This study involved an
English teacher and a student of class XI MIPA 2 SMA Negeri 7 Kediri. The
implementation is from January 4 to February 10, 2021, during this period it
includes observation, tests, collecting documentation, and processing the results of
the scores. In a week there is one meeting with a duration of 45 minutes. This study
aims to improve the writing skills of students of class XI MIPA 2 through the use
of picture series.

Based on the information obtained from the discussion in the previous
chapter, such as the increase in student scores, this proves that the application of
picture series in the teaching and learning process of writing is proven to improve

students' writing skills.
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